Mediine (National Library of Medicine)
Mediine is the electronic derivative of Index Medicus and contains over eight million records. However, it does not include conference ab stracts, theses or book chapters and it underemphasises non-English language work. Mediine utilises a structured list of 17 500 hierarchical medical subject headings (MeSH) to aid search ing. Unfortunately, these headings often do not conform to accepted standards (Wakeford & Roberts, 1993) and searching with MeSH terms alone can be problematic. It provides good value for money for those interested in a single database encompassing all medical specialties. Mediine is widely available on-line and can be used on several internet sites on a pay per reference basis.
Embase (Eisevier)
Embase is a smaller biomÃ©dical database of about three million records and there is about a 40% overlap in coverage between it and Mediine. Embase is more up-to-date, has a European slant and is more comprehensive on drug 
PsycINFO/PsycLIT/ClinPSYC (American Psychological Association)
PsycINFO, derived from Psychological Abstracts, is subdivided into PsycLIT and ClinPSYC. Psyc INFO (from 1967), the parent database, covers conference reports, case studies and book chapters. PsycLIT (from 1974) omits disserta tions, foreign language books or technical re ports. ClinPSYC (from 1980) covers only references with clinical or medical relevance and excludes books and dissertations. Although ClinPSYC starts five years earlier than Embase Psychiatry, they contain roughly the same number of records and both are updated quarterly. There seems little justification for the APA to charge over double the cost of Embase Psychiatry for their product. The indexing system behind PsycINFO is a vocabulary of 4000 terms which is generally superior to Med iine but inferior to Embase Psychiatry. As expected, these products very much emphasize psychological topics and as such are not realistic alternatives to (but may complement) primary psychiatric or general medical databases.
Neuroscience Citation Index (Institute for Scientific Information)
This bibliographic CD-ROM covers neurology, psychiatry, psychopharmacology, neurosurgery, behavioural neurology and developmental neurobiology. It is a five-year database with over 75 000 source items included per year. It covers conference proceedings and book chapters as well as journals. The ISI's citation indexes record all cited references in each article, enabling the researcher to search by citation. For anyone interested in biological psychiatry, this is a valuable acquisition.
Full text databases
The A comparison of the CD-ROMs in psychiatry is listed in Table 1 and Figure 1 outlines which psychiatric database to use on CD-ROM.
Current awareness services
One problem with distributed databases is that the latest literature is not included. Current awareness services attempt to offer a solution by circulating regular abstracts of current articles of interest. The Royal Society of Medicine produce a current medical literature series in specialities ranging from 'Allergy' to 'Virology'. The quarterly psychiatric issue is indexed from 78 key journals. The Institute of Scientific Information produce the more substantial Focus On Series, including Focus On: Psychopharmacology which is distributed on diskette monthly and edited by authorities in the field of biological limit the average user to one or two carefully selected products. The commonest mistake of clinicians examining the literature is to assume that all work published is listed in Mediine. This is far from the case. These tools facilitate the rapid selection of relevant material but ultimately old-fashioned hand searching is necessary to confirm the reference, critically read the original report and to obtain further author cited work. Many pieces of interesting work never make it onto CD-ROM therefore on line data and grey-literature should not be overlooked (Dickersin & Min, 1993) . In addition older publications are often available only as originals. Finally the ability of any tool to reveal its information is ultimately governed by the user (Adams et al 1994) and for this reason which ever bibliographic database one chooses it must be mastered. psychiatry. Elsevier Science offer a similar subscription service known as Current Advances in Neuroscience. Both products are available on Windows and Macintosh formats and are priced around Â£200. Free alternatives appear from time-to-time, sponsored by pharmaceutical com panies. In general, these are of poor quality and their circulation is unreliable.
Conclusions
CD-ROMs enforce an inherent delay between article publication and availability. Publication on-line overcomes this (Ohles & Walton, 1996) . Already, several journals reside solely on the internet and literature search facilities are also increasing (Huang & Alessi, 1996) . BIDS data bases are never more than a week out of date. Ovid and SilverPlatter both have web sites on the internet, and these and other sites allow on-line access to several CD-ROMs (Elameer, 1993) . At present, the high costs of electronic databases
